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Diary Dates 

 

 

7th January  

Spring term 

begins and Year 

11 mock exams 

continue 

 

 

9th January 

Ski trip returns 

 

 

14th January 

Year 11  

GCSE Biology 

Year 10 

Science B Unit 

1 

 

 

19th January 

Year 11  

GCSE ICT  

 

 

 

20th January 

Year 11 

Additional Sci-

ence Unit 1 
 

 

 

 Saying òGoodbyeó to Mr John-Paul du Plessis  

Boxes of Hope 

New Headphones Nursery News 

It was with great sadness that we paid our own tribute to the life of Mr 
du Plessis in the church of St John the Baptist, Stoke by Clare, last 
week.  It was a testament to how well thought of he was, that so many 
past pupils and former colleagues attended to pay their own respects. 
The service heard tributes from pupils and staff and had readings and 
hymns chosen by Mr du Plessis himself. 
Maxine, who was a finalist in the Suffolk and Norfolk Young People of 
the Year award for the way she provided love and support throughout 
her fatherôs illness, was awarded a cheque to the value of Ã100 half of 
which she has donated to ñchildren with leukaemiaò.  

The photograph shows the 
Wrens enjoying listening to sto-
ries in a group using the head-
phones listening centre that the 
PTA kindly bought for them. They 
listen to pre recorded stories and 
songs and also record their own 
stories to listen to.  

The children have been enjoying the windy 
weather outside and have been creating their own 
kites for a wall display. We have also been very 
lucky and have had a donation of a large selection 
of brand new resources from our Suffolk special 
educational needs advisor. These include an "easi-
speakò microphone, with which the children have 
had great fun recording  and listening to their 
voices, and a "Hear myself phone" which allows 
the children to hear sounds easily in words.  Thank you to everyone who sup-

ported this appeal.  The boxes 
were taken to the warehouse in 
Sudbury by Sam, Billy and Leah 
and James from where they will be 
sent, this year to Belarus.  Along 
with the shoeboxes, we were also 
able to send a cheque to the value 
of that the Year 11s managed to 
raise £85 when they held You Day 
in October. 

We wish all our readers a very happy and peaceful Christmas 



 George wins 1st Prize 

 

Readers will remember the opening of the computer aided design suite in the CDT department after 
speech day in July. The good news continues!  The eagle eyed amongst you may perhaps have noticed 
the laying of CAT6 cable and the replacement of old servers with new.  Replacement computers arrive 
later in the holiday.  As a result of this, we will be in a position to: host our own e-mail (some of  you will 
know that we have suffered problems with the sending and receipt of e-mails recently);  have a faster and 
more secure system, as well as have a fourth resource room. A splendid addition to our IT resources! 
The school, once again, is benefiting from the generosity of Richard Hobbs and Cambridge Precision as 
well as Chris Jones, the technical manager of the project.   

Visitors to the 
school have 
noticed that 

part of the courtyard has been cordoned off, this 
is because some tiles on the Victorian part of 
the building have become dislodged and we 
wish to protect passers by.  This is odd because 
the Victorian wing contains the newest part of 
out ancient building and was, interestingly, de-
signed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, famously designer 
of the Cenotaph in London. We had hoped that 
repairs could wait until the recently announced 
land sale produced funds.  With land prices hav-
ing fallen so far and the land sale on hold, we 
are exploring ways of making the roof sound 
sooner rather than later.  Watch this space! 

Stoke College recently entered Senior School art work for the 
ISA Art Competition held at Finborough School. The work was 
displayed alongside work from other schools and open for view-
ing on November 11th. Our congratulations go to our pupils who 
entered work in the 14 and under age group in the three dimen-
sional category. George Hobbs gained first Place, Louis Clarke 
second place and Damon Riches was a runner up.  
The excellent news is that George  then went on to gain overall 

first place at the national ISA Art Competition held in Warwick. 

We are proud of his achievements in producing such a dynamic 

sculptural piece and having that recognized. 

 ICT Upgrade 

The Lutyensõ Wing 

This years pre-
prep school na-
tivity was, as 
ever, a huge 
success  and  
well supported 
by the pupilsô 
families. Watch-
ing the perform-
ance it was 

hard to believe  they were so young!  They 
were confident all round performers and yet 
still able to entice a tear or two.  With the rous-
ing finale they reminded us all of the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

 

Following their success 
at the regional ISA com-
petition, Ben, Chloe, 
Danny and Alex were 
selected to represent 
East Anglia in the na-
tional event in Coventry.  
Many congratulations to 
Danny for his achievements: 1st backstroke; 3rd free-
style; 2nd free relay and 3rd medley relay and to Alex 
for coming 2nd in the backstroke. 

The bazaar was, yet again, an ex-
tremely successful event and made 
even more festive by the members of 

the PTA dressed in costume.  Santa was adored by 
the children and the pupils were amused to see Tom 
and Issy dowsed in beans.  Thank you to you all for 
supporting this event 

Swimming Success 

Bazaar 

The Bossy Fairy 


