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Diary Dates 
 

 

Monday 22nd 

February 

Return to school 

 

 

Wednesday 24th 

& Thursday 25th 

February Prep 

School Musical 

7pm in the Sports 

Hall  

 

 

Tuesday 2nd & 

Thursday 4th 

March Senior 

School Musical 

Haverhill Arts 

Centre at 7pm  

 

 

Week commenc-

ing 15th March 

Prep School  

Parentsô Eve-

nings 

 

 

Tuesday 16th 

March PTA com-

mittee meeting in 

the Sports Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Successful Ski Trip  

The children have been making the most of the winter weather and during the snowy spell 
enjoyed investigating the ice and snow. Children created their own snowman pictures and 
made bird feeders for the Nursery and to take home.   On a theme, initiated by the chil-

dren, we have been learning about pets. Mrs. Letts bought in her pet dog, Bramble and 
they have been learning about how to care and look after their animals. The children en-

joyed painting pictures of their pets which varied from dogs to rats!    

This term we are pleased to welcome Mr Andy Haryluck as part time 
Geography teacher. He will be taking Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 whilst Mr 

Gibson will continue to take the current Year 11.  We said ñGoodbyeò to Sandra, who re-
tired as a cleaner after four years at the school. She has been replaced by Mr Steve Ait-
kin and we wish him a happy time at Stoke. We welcome Mr Andy Dowding as our Drum 
Teacher, who has kindly taken over Adrian Kempôs pupils, while he is ill.  

Welcome 

On January 14 the Quantum Theatre performed ñBin Raiderò to 
the Prep School.  It was about energy saving and recycling.  We 

learned the 3Rs ï Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. 
It was a very good performance and I liked the fact that it was biased more towards our 
age. They showed the effects of climate change and the greenhouse effect.  Their mes-
sage was clear, easy to understand and humorous. It was very cleverly acted by just two 
actors, who between them took on the roles of six characters! It was a fun way to learn a 

very serious message. Reported by Mia, Y6 

The ski trip to Les Deux Alpes in 

France this January was a great 

success, the group enjoyed excel-

lent conditions with more than 

enough snow.  In the evenings they 

participated in a variety of activities, 

bowling, bum boarding, ice skating, 

night skiing and swimming in an 

outdoor pool!. Details of next  

yearôs ski trip to North America, 

Sunday River are now available 

from Mr King, 

Goodbye to the Bursar 

Angela Austen, who was our bursar for 
seven years, has left the college.  Some of 
you will know that she has been on sick 
leave since late November so our very best 
wishes go with her for a swift recovery.  She 
is currently recuperating in Dubai where her 
husband is working.  I thank her for the huge 
efforts she has made for the college during 
her stay.  I am pleased that Michelle McGinn 
has rejoined us as acting bursar until at least 
the summer. 

Prep School 

Nursery News 



Dodgeball 

 

A Stoke College Blazer in American Vogue? 

It was an opportunity for the pupils to try and hit 
the teachers and make money at the same time.  
Year 10 pupils organised a non uniform day and 
a pupil v staff dodgeball tournament in aid of the 
Haiti Appeal.  The Prep school team fought a 
hard battle but were gently beaten by the staff 
team.  Year 10 and Year 11 teams fought a com-
petitive battle, beating the teachers convincingly 
and Year 10 ending up as the overall winners.  
Just  over £380 was raised in total; well done to 
Year 10 for taking up the initiative to support 
such a worthwhile cause.  

Yes, Robin Trower, lead guitarist of 
the Indie rock band, The Horrors, 
was wearing a Stoke College blazer 
when photographed for the January 
edition of American Vogue.  In fact 
the blazer belongs to drummer Joe 
Spurgeon, (pictured 3rd from the 
left in  picture 2) who is an ex pupil 
of the college. 
Their success to date has culmi-
nated in a nomination for this yearôs  
Mercury Music Prize. 
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Sarah, in Year 9, is also trying to make a name for herself in the music world and 
recently recorded her first EP entitled ñA little Somethingéò  Her brother, Jace, 
who left Stoke last summer, has been supporting her by doing all the design, type-
setting and artwork, as well as designing her website.  You can see and hear  
Sarah on You Tube singing one of the tracks, a beautiful version of ñItôs Rainingò, 
in a video that Jace shot as a temporary version, until the commercial  one comes 
out in the near future.  It is so refreshing to hear of a brother and sister working 
together in this way and we all wish them every success with the venture. 

Presenting the 2010 Stoke College Senior Production 
 

òThe Dracula Rock Showó 
 

Tuesday 2nd and Thursday 4th March at 7 p.m. at 
Haverhill Arts Centre 

Tickets available from the Box Office 01440714140 or 
online at www.haverhillartscentre.co.uk 

 

Come and join the vampires and zombies at this rock 
spectacular! 

ISA Regional Football Event 
Stoke College was delighted to host the ISA East 
Under 11 football competition last Friday.  Adrian 
Kingôs organization and the weather conspired to 
produce an excellent backdrop for a well fought 
competition that was eventually won by St Johnôs 
School, Billericay. Well done to the Stoke College 
team that progressed to the quarter finals where 
they lost a very close game by a single goal.  The 
Year 11s acted as referees during the day, being in 
charge of over a hundred matches between them.  
They did a sterling job!  We now look forward to the 
National competition when schools from the regions 
will join us on March 5th for what I am sure will be 

another fantastic occasion.  

Congratulations to the following pupils for gaining these Graded Music 
examinations recently: Joanna, Y9 - Acoustic Guitar Grade 1, Olivia, Y9 

- Piano Grade 3, Michael,Y10 - Electric Guitar Grade 5, Harry, Y8 - Bass Guitar Grade 3 and Jessica, Y7- 
Recorder Grade 2.  
Listen out at the óDracula Rock Showô, for the ghostly ambient music! This has been composed/ created/ 
recorded by Yr 8 & 9 pupils during Music Lessons. Well done to you all! 

Music Successes 


