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A WICKED AND WONDERFUL VISION OF OZ

@l A welcoming committee of two witches, one
fluorescent green, the other pristine white, hung above
the entrance of London's Apollo Victoria Theatre i
looking down on Stoke pupils from Year 3 up to our
Senior Year 11 Performing Arts students, who
M chattered noisily with excitement, as they took their
A seats.

Based on the best-selling novel by Gregory Maguire,
that re-imagined the stories and characters created by L. Frank Baum in The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz', the show follows the story of the Witches of Oz and
how one came to be called 'good' and the other one 'wicked'. It tells of the
unlikely but endearing friendship between the two girls, who first meet as sorcery
students at University; the blonde and very popular, Glinda and a misunderstood
green girl, Elphaba who is the focal point of the tale.

The show was a remarkable kaleidoscope of magical shocks, surprises and
sensations T 6 Wi ckedd was |l i ke a dr eam, wi t h
costumes, prosthetic make-up and masks, dance routines and flying sequences
which were truly spectacular. But the visual extravaganza would have been
nothing without the subtler pleasures derived from the clever and rather cheeky
way OWi ckedd | inkedWiaz asd wtory. NNGliard €Year 8)a s s
was heard to say, ONow | know why the c
be likethati i t al | makes so much more sense! o

Staff and pupils alike were thrilled with this breath-taking piece of theatre. When |
asked a Year 7 pupil wha't he thoughitf o
OWi ckedd was absolutely awesome. 6 A||d

'S¢hool Planning News

On 5th January we go before the planning committee
at st Edmundsbury to seek permission to sell a bit of #
Iand to finance repairs to the roof. When the roof is
complete we can open up eight rooms on the top
floor and move our administration up. This will lead to
the relocation of the Junior School, Nursery and the Senior Science and Maths
departments, which will all take about 3 1/2 years. We have a recommendation
from the planning office, so the auguries look good, but a quiet prayer to the
pl anning gods on that Thursday woul dn
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IMPORTANT REMINDER
Would parents please remember that the driveway leading up to the Prep School from Ashen Lane is
for Nursery parking only . Thank you.
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Christmas Nativity

The Wrens and Robins enthusiastically performed "The Landlord's Cat' for their
Christmas Nativity. The landlord's cat runs away to hide behind the stable to
get away from the fuss at the inn, only to find the stable becomes full of
visitors!

The stars of the show made their parents proud by singing, dancing and
learning their lines. "I'm excited and a bit nervous."
said Ava (Year 1)
beforehand. "I hope
everything goes well."
added Lydia (Year 2).

The audience were
wowed and left feeling
festive for the
upcoming  Christmas
. season.

Christmas Baking

-

They learnt how to make a Christmas fruit cake which they covered with

marzipan and then decorated. Mr Ansell join the group to make hisi )
the decorated Christmas cakes being judged by Mrs

Neaves. All the cakes were superbly decorated and it

This term saw the return of Mrs Sample in the kitchen, showing pupils some Christmas baking.
i Christmas pudding and they learnt a delicious new
_nr ecipe called O6White Chri
= was hard to judge but Jessica (Year 9) won first place
VN and Christopher (Year 7) came second.

GCSE Presentation Evening

Many past pupils returned to Stoke College on the 9th November to receive
their GCSE certificates. 't was an
pupils and their parents. Kiera won the Selina Handley trophy with a total of 10
A and A* grades. It was very close, with Mr Parker making a quick recount to §
ensure that he had calculated it correctly. Well done to all of the pupils as they §i
achieved a pass rate of 84%, which compares very well indeed to the Suffolk
average of 56%.

Kiera collects her trophy

Prayer Group

Just a reminder that the Stoke College Prayer Group meets at 4pm on the first Monday of each
month, to pray for the needs of the school, as well as it's pupils, staff and families. Parents, staff
and friends of the school are warmly invited to join us, as and when you can (please don't feel
you need to commit to being there each month). You can also pass on your prayer requests to
us, either named or anonymous. For further information please speak to Caroline du Plessis or
email carolinejdup@gmail.com.




---------- Boarding News ----------

It has been a busy half term in the boarding house. A number of our
boarders have been enjoying regular horse riding lessons at Poplar Farm
in Hundon.

Christmas celebrations began early this year. We took a trip to the
cinema to see OArthur Christmas?©é
1% December. This was a great event, many thanks to Claire and Diane
for the wonderful food.

We said goodbye to our boarding assistant, Tom and hope that he had a
safe journey back to Australia. We now look forward to the arrival of our
new boarding assistant, Joseph, in the New Year.

and



Suffolk Young Strings

Congratulations to Charlie (Year 8) for being accepted into the Suffolk Young
Strings, playing the Violin. Suffolk Young Strings are taken from string players
from around the County of Suffolk, and entry is by audition only. Charlie will
27\ be playing with the best string players from his age-group, and will play in a
featured Gala Concert at Snape Maltings, Aldeburgh next year.

particular, Lydia (Year 2) - Ukelele, Darcie (Year 4) - Flute, Thomas (Year 6) -

Guitar, Ellie (Year 6) - Clarinet and Sam (Year 8) - Bass Guitar. They are all new instru-
mentalists and are making great progress. Freddie (Year 7) - Saxaphone, Estella (Year 7) -
Piano, Henry (Year 8) - Saxaphone and Edgar (Year 10) - Guitar, have all had lessons
elsewhere and have now transferred to having them in school.

If you would like your son/ daughter to begin any of the instruments we have on offer , please
contact Mr Marple at a.marple@stokecollege.eu, or go to the school website where you can
download the Music Lessons Flyer (pdf).

Congratulations to:
9 Joshua (Year 11) Grade5 Music Theory

Cameron (Year 11) Grade 3 Music Theory
for passing these exams, particularly in their GCSE year

Britain's Got Talent

On Tuesday 6th December, Mir (Year 8) and | went to the ExCel Centre in
London to audition for ABritainds (
arrived about 15 minutes early and queued outside until we were registered
and we first realised that we were going to be filmed! After going inside, we |
were given our stickers with our number on, and then headed upstairs into |
the holding room. This was lit up with TV lights and you could see all the =z
Michael Jackson impersonators warming up. We were then called to stand i
outside the room where we would do our audition. Once we had our picture
taken with our number, we were called inside to a massive empty room.
There were two producers present and a camera filming the audition. | sang
one of my own songs and then after that they asked me to sing a more
welkk nown song, so | sang fAFix Youo
waiting for a 5 minute audition, but it was an experience that we both enjoyed.
We are set to find out whether we got through by February, at the latest.

By Cameron (Year 11) Cameron waiting at BGT

Happy Retirement

This term we said a sad farewell to Lynn Bond who has been teaching at Stoke College for over
22 years. In that time, she has taught clarinet, piano and music theory to countless numbers of
pupils who have benefited from her energetic and enthusiastic teaching.

She has been a keen cyclist and a keen runner running the London Marathon. Recently, she has
bravely battled with the condition known as Dystonia, which has caused her great difficulty but
has not dampened her courage or resolve. She has been nominated as a torch bearer for the
Olympics, and would complete her section using a specially adapted bicycle that she can pedal
using her hands. It is her kindness, generosity of spirit and total unflagging vitality that makes her,
in our view, entirely deserving of such an honour. She remains an inspiration to us all. Lynn will
be sadly missed by the Music Department and pupils alike. We wish you all the best in your
retirement.
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|@ Stoke College Sports /

I Northampton Saints R.F.U.

On Saturday 26™ November, a group of 34
parents and pupils travelled to Northampton =5

ground, run by the academy players, and g
then we all enjoyed a great demonstration of
attacking rugby, when the Saints ripped
apart the Saracens defence and came out
30 points to 8 winners.

It was a great day and hopefully Mr King will
be repeating the venture in the New Year.

I Swimming Success
Following his success at the Regional I|.S.A. Swimming
I Ny, Championships Harry (Year 7) was selected to represent the East
‘ Region at the National 1.S.A. Championships, held in Coventry on
I Saturday 19" November. Harry swam in the

individual Freestyle and Breast stroke and came a s
very respectable 3rd place in the breast stroke,
Harry also swam in the medley and freestyle
relays. Well done Harry!

Eventing Triumph

Congratulations to Olivia (Year 11) for having had an outstanding
year in Eventing. Olivia has been gaining points for finishing in the
top ten consistently, throughout this year, in the British g
Connemara Pony Society performance award scheme. On 20"
November Olivia travelled to Birmingham to collect her prize from
top eventer Mary King; she was surprised and delighted to find out
that she was to be awarded with 2" overall, reserve champion, in
the eventing section. Maybe not this Olympics, but watch this
space for 2016!

I Year 11 vs Teachers Netball Match

The hotly anticipated match of the year took place on the
. hard standing, on 1st December. Year 11 had challenged
B the teachers to a netball
an early lead but Year 11 made sure that it was not an
W easy match. Mrs Robbins was unfortunately injured
during the first half of the match, and we all wish her a
speedy recovery. However, the teachers made sure her
efforts were not in vain, by winning overall 6 - 3.

mat c h.
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Your PTA update T

Another Christmas Bazaar success!

the PAB. With your support we raised almost £1200 i Superb!

The money we raise goes towards a complete cross section of re-
quests, for example since half term the PTA has provided the follow- |
ing:

. A digital camera and mobile phone for the Nursery.

. Refreshments and £250 towards the cost of the Senior ball.
. A Halloween party for the junior school.

Exciting New Fund Raising Events for 2012

. An Antiques Road Show style valuation day currently &
scheduled for Saturday 25th February i a new event
and not to be missed!

. More wine tasting. This was very successful last year
and webére |l ooking forward

. Easter Egg Hunt 1 Friday 30th March.

. The ever popular and always entertaining Quiz Night.

. Summer BBQ/family social night.

If you have any ideas on how to raise further funds for the PTA, -
please let us know. The next committee meeting is on January &
17th, at 7.30pm in the Old Library (weather permitting!).

Lastly, a couple of reminders:

Limited supplies of tea towels are still available, but selling fast; hurry if you \ 7
havenét ordered yours yet! -
New and existing parents: There is a fabulous selection of second
hand uniform available; please ask at the office to find out more.

T h a t i6haveia great Christmas and we look forward to seeing you
in 2012!

e |



Charities

At Stoke College we are very proud of how charitable our pupils are. Here are the some of the
charities that our pupils have supported this term.

On 17th November, Mr Parker, Angus (Year 11), Freya (Year 6), Harry (Year 6)
5land | had the privilege to deliver shoeboxes for the first time,

to the warehouse of f@ASamari tgé
Chil do. We counted all t he BE
College had donated. To thefl
donated 52 boxes and some educational posters for the \&
schools. On behalf of the rest of the students who went, | would like to thank
Mr Parker for giving us the opportunity to experience helping out with this
charity.

Written by
Sarah (Year 11, Chair School Council)

Year 11 Charity

Year 11 pupils have the responsibility for raising money for charity during their final year. Year 11
felt that this year they would like to show their support to more than one charity. They asked each
pupil to vote, for which charity they would like to support during an assembly at the start of the

raised were divided as follows:

Ui Bl ... ADAM ROGERS TRUST

(@) orphaned

&
£56.02 £43.57 e}l dbandoned £23.35

£32.68

ter m. The first charitable event wa s an o60wWn

Work out with Lepra

Every year Stoke pupils raise money to support Lepra.
This is a health and development organisation which
works to restore health, hope and dignity to people
affected by leprosy.

Pupils were sponsored to complete a school workout ‘
and anyone who raised £21 or more received a T-shirt. This year we raised
over £735. Well done to all those who took part.

Year 8 make Cake /e Ny .
=" 22 Childre

- Some Year 8 pupils, William , Tom and

i [ ]
" James decided to do their bit for charity N d
*fand brought in homemade cakes and 'n ee

“.'V\fbiscuits for Children in Need. These
were sold over break and lunch time with the help of Mrs Bryant. They were
. < very popular and tasted delicious. They raised over £100 for Children in
2 Need.

Well done boys!




Christmas Ball 2011

Year 11 organised a fantastic Senior School Christmas Ball set in a
Narnia Theme . Everyone had to walk through a closet of fur coats to
enter the hall and it looked magical.

Harry (Year 10) and Cameron (Year 11) serenaded everyone as they
arrived with a variety of songs. Year 11 had prepared a comedy sketch of
how the teachers would cope in Narnia, which was enjoyed by pupils and
staff. The teachers then treated everyone to a superbly choreographed
dance routine, based on an Yeo Vale advert and featured a new boy
band called Stokelife

Many Year 11 pupils won awards ranging
millionbd to O6Most | i k eBep and dmybweren g o u't
crowned Prom King and Queen and the evening finished with a lively

disco in which pupils and teachers danced the night away.

Warm Welcome

A very warm Stoke College welcome to the following pupils: Georgiana (Year 2), lona (Year 3)
Harvey (Year 11) and Hector (Year 11).

We would also like to congratulate Carla (Head of Nursery) and family on their new
arrival baby James.




