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Stoke College and Barnardiston Hall join forces to offer Education  
from Nursery to University 

 

Two local independent schools have today announced a new partnership that will offer pupils improved 

access to facilities, sporting and artistic opportunities and improved transport links. From September, 

Stoke College, near Clare in Suffolk, will focus on provision for pupils from 11 and up (Years 7-13) and its small 

prep school will join with Barnardiston Hall, also in Suffolk, which caters to students from Nursery up until age 

13 (Year  8). Parents from both schools have been consulted about the changes in a Zoom call attended by the 

Principals of both schools, Dr Gareth Lloyd and Colonel Keith Boulter. 

 

Though the two schools will retain their own identities and separate locations, the collaboration will 

create a “through school” pathway of high quality education from Nursery to University. The schools 

will also share facilities, field combined sports teams, stage joint productions and share a more efficient 

transport network for getting pupils to and from school. The collaboration will be named “Cambridge’s Country 
Schools”. 

 

It comes as many independent schools are facing challenges as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, with several 

facing closure due to falling enrolments. Both Stoke College and Barnardiston Hall have weathered the storm 

by adapting successfully to online teaching and will continue to make use of some digital learning facilities after 

restrictions are fully lifted. Stoke College is currently conducting a pilot of A-level assignment technology from 

the start-up Scholar6.com. 

 

Speaking about the collaboration, Dr Lloyd and Colonel Boulter said “We are delighted to announce that, 
from September 2020. our closely compatible schools will be working together.  We share a co-educational, 

family-centred vision as well as a commitment to high standards of teaching and learning; we both offer day 

and boarding places and we each serve international markets as well as loyal local families from the same 

villages and towns of North Essex, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire as well as further afield.” 

Dr Lloyd joined Stoke College earlier this year from Times College, Nanjing, China, where he was the 

founding Foreign Principal for two years.  Prior to that, he was Headmaster of Ratcliffe College, overseeing 

significant growth and innovation over eight years, and of St John’s College Cathedral Choir School, 
Cardiff.  Colonel Keith Boulter has been running Barnardiston Hall for 30 years, building a strong local 

reputation and recently achieving an exceptional grade from the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI).   

Press Contact: Elin Morgan, elin@mobiusinsustries.com 07947 834 864 

 
Notes to editors 

 

Stoke College is an independent day and boarding school based in Suffolk for boys and girls aged 11-18. It is 

set in tranquil private parkland overlooking the River Stour, equidistant from Cambridge, Bury St Edmunds, 

Colchester, Braintree and Saffron Walden. In November last year, new owners bought the school and are 

investing heavily in staffing, facilities and technology. 

 

Barnardiston Hall welcomes children from 6 months through to 13 years for day, weekly and full boarding.  

Set in 30 acres of beautiful Suffolk countryside, the School has a strong reputation for excellence in 

academia, sport, music and drama and pupils move on to all major senior schools in the area as well as those 

further afield, many with scholarships.    
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