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Welcome to  
Stoke College
I am delighted to introduce you to our wonderful school and hope that you 

will become as excited about the school’s future as we are.

 We face an uncertain future and now, more than ever, children must 

learn to be both resilient and innovative.

 These are two interesting qualities: resilience and innovation. Teaching 

and learning strategies at Stoke draw upon best practice, both nationally 

and internationally, but we also have the courage of conviction to explore 

new ways of thinking. For this reason, we welcome children from all sorts 

of backgrounds, developing their intellect, skills, talents and personalities, 

to become confident, competent and happy young adults.  
 An education at Stoke is about embracing opportunities – and we 

practise what we preach! We are not afraid to challenge our students to 

embrace new ways of learning. Nowhere is this more evident than our 

innovative, technology-led Sixth Form.

 Our students work hard to achieve in a competitive world. They also 

play hard – through sport, music, drama, art & design, and a plethora of 

extra-curricular activities – to develop leadership and teamwork skills, 

humour and integrity, resilience and perseverance.  

 Resilience, of course, does not mean a lack of empathy. In fact, care 

and respect are at the heart of Stoke. Stoke students look after each other; 

they bring their skills, competence, personal qualities and values to bear 

positively upon the lives of others, to help their classmates, their siblings, 

their parents and teachers, their future colleagues.  

 In short, a Stoke education, through the professionalism, diligence and 

compassion of our teachers, prepares our students for life, in the most wonderful 

and beautiful setting that nurtures a deep appreciation of our world.

 This booklet, as well as our website, contains much useful 

information. Yet nothing can replace the opportunity for you and 

your child to visit us, so if you have not yet had the chance to do 

this, do please do get in touch.

With my very best wishes,

Dr Gareth P. Lloyd,

Principal.
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The future is bright  
for Stoke College
Our new owners have pledged to invest in our facilities and 

infrastructure. Already we have embarked upon refurbishing 

our boarding accommodation, current classrooms and 

administration areas. Our new staff and student toilets, 

lockers and common rooms for senior students as well as 

boarders have been welcome additions.  

 We shall also be developing our beautiful grounds to 

support outdoor education and community partnerships.  

We are restructuring our academic departments within faculties, 

to help facilitate ongoing improvements in teaching and learning, 

including an even broader range of subjects at A-level, and 

opportunities to undertake exchanges with partner schools in China.  

 A new teaching and learning centre will include a purpose-

built library, as well as new science laboratories. We shall be  

developing the courtyard around our existing performing 

and visual arts, to enhance this area yet further. The sports 

hall will be extended and developed into a first-class sports 
complex, taking in the adjacent areas of the swimming 

pool, tennis courts and basketball arena. Additional single 

bedroom, ensuite facilities will provide outstanding residential 

accommodation for senior students, while we hope that our 

‘jewel in the crown’ will be a multi-purpose theatre.

  Key facts 

Students at  
both schools have 
access to an astro 

turf, indoor sports hall, 
cricket fields, rugby 
pitches and purpose 
built performing arts 

facilities.  

Stoke College 
is in partnership 

with Barnardiston Hall 
Prep School. We field joint 
sports teams in Years 7 and 
8 and have plans for joint 

productions and  
an orchestra. 

Our new 
owners are involved 
in schools across the 
world, including the 

prestigious United World 
Colleges which has over  

18 schools on 4 
continents

 
In 2020, 96% 

of GCSE results 
were 9-4 and 83% 

of A-Levels were A-C. 
University destinations 

included King’s 
College London

and Exeter.

We have 
a remarkable 

history. Matthew 
Parker, the first 
Archbishop of 

Canterbury, used  
to live here.

We offer 
a great range of 

clubs and activities 
including cross 
country, pilates, 

fishing, gilding and 
upcycling.

Stoke 
College is the 

most affordable school 
within a 20 mile radius. 
Fees for our innovative, 

flexible Sixth Form 
range from £10,000 - 

£15,000 a year. 

We are 
developing global 
partnerships. Next 

academic year, we will 
offer pupils study 

experiences in 
China

Both 
schools offer a 

joint transportation 
network which goes 
to Saffron Walden, 

Dunmow, Cambridge 
and Newmarket.
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Charis Hunn-Smith

Senior Deputy Head

Charis is Stoke’s Senior 

Deputy Head. She is 

passionate about Sixth 

Form education and 

bringing technology 

into the core of learning. 

Charis oversees many 

key areas of school 

operations, including the 

admissions process for 

families, ensuring that 

families are supported 

throughout their journey 

with us.

Rebecca Watson

Deputy Head Pastoral

Rebecca oversees all 

the pastoral care of 

the students, meaning 

that along with form 

tutors she is the person 

families turn to if there’s 

an issue that needs 

resolving. She believes 

in a student centred 

approach to education and 

is an advocate of giving 

students time and space 

to express their anxieties 

or worries. She is also the 

Designated Safeguarding 

Lead for the school.

Simon Quick

Deputy Head  

Co-curricular

Simon has coached county 

rugby teams and a number 

of county tennis players. He 

believes that an outstanding 

school education extends 

well beyond the classroom 

and should provide pupils 

with the opportunity to 

excel either on the sports 

field, in the drama theatre 
or on a musical stage. He 

has overseen a complete 

overhaul of Stoke’s clubs 

and activities and firmly 
believes that schools should 

support children’s individual 

interests and passions.

At Stoke College, we believe that developing a deep 

understanding of a child’s individual needs is the best way 

to provide effective wraparound care. With the support of a 

Form Tutor as the first point of contact, students’ wellbeing 
is closely monitored in liaison with parents and the Pastoral 

Deputy Head. We also offer additional support through our

Learning Development Centre, where any barriers to learning 

are addressed so that every student can fulfil their potential.
 Our House System provides another layer of support 

and opportunity to be involved in whole school activities as 

we aim to develop our students not just as individuals but 

as valued members of our school community. Our students 

are encouraged to forge friendships across the year groups, 

preparing them for life beyond the school setting.

 With such nurturing pastoral care in place, students are 

able to thrive in their academic studies. We set achievement 

targets for each child so that we can celebrate their success, 

whether that means securing a GCSE pass or reaching the very 

highest GCSE and A Level grades. Our approach is to gently 

push each student to achieve a little more than they believe 

they are capable of, incrementally building their confidence 
and helping them to reach new heights of achievement.

Providing a  
holistic education

Dr Rui Chen

Deputy Head Academic

Dr Chen is an Oxford 

graduate, a mathematician 

and scientist. He joined 

Stoke College in September 

2020 and is bringing a 

completely new approach 

to Stoke’s teaching and 

learning. He believes 

that every student is 

unique and develops in a 

slightly different way. His 

aim is always to create a 

positive and encouraging 

environment to help 

students learn. Delivering  

strong exam results is 

one important challenge, 

but our school goes far 

beyond grades.

Meet the team



Why I Love Stoke College

Daisy Sharp Year 7

I started Stoke College in 2018 and I have had an incredible 

experience during my time at the school.

 In my first year I made lots of friends very quickly as the 
students are always extremely friendly. I have had a lot of ‘firsts’ 
that I hadn’t done at my old school like the first time I did 
Chinese, Spanish, Food Tech and Fixtures. 

 One thing I absolutely fell in love with was the Flexi 

Boarding. I had so much fun I even asked my younger sister to 

join me the next time I went. Another thing that I love to do at 

Stoke College is Performing 

Arts. Since I have been at the 

school, I have participated 

in The Tempest by William 

Shakespeare. I have also 

been a part of the Musical All 

Shook Up that was held in the 

Haverhill Arts Centre. 

 

 

 The lessons at Stoke are always really interesting and the 

teachers are kind and helpful. You never need to worry if 

you haven’t been able to finish your homework as there is a 
homework club after school and the teachers are ready to help 

anybody. That is not the only after school club the school has 

to offer, you can choose DT, Musical, Drama, Chess, Cooking 

and every sport you can imagine! These are only some of the 

many choices of clubs. 

 Now you can see why I love Stoke College and why I love 

coming to school each day!
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Stoke College. It’s honestly 

very difficult to pinpoint just 
exactly what my favourite 

things are. Whether it’s the 

amazing friendships I’ve 

made through being here, or 

how kind and supportive the 

teachers are. I can proudly say 

Stoke has it all. We may not 

be the biggest school with the 

most pupils, but the grounds 

are beautiful and there’s so 

much space to go and have fun at break.

 I have always loved art and drama. At Stoke the art 

department is awesome, we have a superb teacher and we 

do really fun and interesting things. Same for the drama 

department. Our drama teacher is inspiring. I’m in the school 

play and so far every moment of rehearsals has been a joy.

 Sports at Stoke College are great and there is something for 

everyone. The grounds are vast, and good for cross country. 

We do hockey, netball, cricket, basketball and there are other 

options such as table tennis in the after school clubs. Also for 

the boys there is rugby and football as well. 

 Science and ecology have always been important to me and 

that has been encouraged at Stoke College. We don’t only do notes 

and written work, the practicals we do are exciting and always 

something to look forward to. I’m also in the ecology club and 

we’re working hard to make Stoke as eco-friendly as possible.

 So if I had to say my favourite things about Stoke College, it 

would probably have to be everything, from the other students, to 

the fun we have in art, drama, music and various clubs, and  the 

teachers who make hard subjects easy to understand. Stoke College 

is where I belong. It’s a truly happy place where every child matters.

My favourite things about  
Stoke College 

Lexi Heskins Year 9

 
Science and 
ecology have 
always been 
important 
to me and 
that has been 
encouraged at 
Stoke College

 
One thing I 
absolutely fell in 
love with was the 
Flexi Boarding



Life at 
Stoke 
College
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Stoke College Sixth Form is a flourishing community where 
learners can prepare for life beyond school while being nurtured 

and cared for every bit as much as our younger students.  

 Students in Years 12 and 13 continue to learn in small classes, 

and to have daily form time with their tutor who provides 

personalised mentorship in academic, pastoral and career matters. 

We have high aspirations for our students, so that as each one 

matures and becomes more capable of completing the more 

complex and demanding work required of them, we are ready to 

push them a little further, to encourage them to push themselves 

a little harder, and to inspire them to aim high.

 As part of our commitment to offer first class Sixth Form 
education to more students, we have developed a blended 

online-offline teaching model whereby students can join their 
lessons remotely making use of the technology that we all had 

to become so familiar with during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Uniquely, students are able to choose whether to learn with us 

on campus or remotely, or to switch between the two during 

the course of their study with us.

 Our students typically follow a traditional path of three A 

Levels and we run up to 20 different subjects a year to make 

sure every applicant is able to make a genuine choice about 

their studies (only Maths and Sciences require a GCSE grade 

7 to progress). All students also enter the Extended Project 

Qualification (EPQ) which was developed and is highly valued 
by UK universities. For those wanting a more academic option, 

perhaps those aspiring to Oxbridge and Ivy League, or for 

medical school, we are able to offer four A Levels to help 

their applications stand out. For other learners, the 2+2 model 

is more suitable: select any two A Levels and use the UCAS 

points awarded for the EPQ and EDCL, a recognised practical 

computing course, to make up the equivalent of a third A 

Level. Some subjects are also offered as BTEC alternatives to A 

Levels, where we feel that students would benefit.
 Sixth Form students are heavily involved in the life of the 

school, venturing out from their dedicated social and study 

spaces to lead clubs, societies and assemblies, and take on roles 

of responsibility in the school to prepare them for life as the 

adventurous, principled, tolerant and kind leaders of tomorrow 

that we know they will be. 

Our 
innovative 
Sixth Form

Charis Hunn-Smith, Senior Deputy Head
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At Stoke College  
you will be able  
to take part in:

 Ukulele Club

 Football

 Duke of Edinburgh

 Circuits Athletics

 Basketball

 Music Club

 Chess

 Puzzles Club

 School Productions

 Cross Country Training

 Badminton

 Photography

 Design and Technology Club

 French Club

 Debating

 Cooking Club

 Art Club

 Dance

 Tennis

 Drama

 Weight Training

 Business Enterprise

 Netball

 Table Tennis

 Reading Club

 Eco Schools

 Rugby

 Homework Club

 Gilding

 Hockey

Clubs and activities
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Frequently asked questions
Which GCSE and A-Levels do you offer? 
GCSE: 

Core Subjects: Maths, English Language, English Literature, 

either Triple or Double Science

Options: Art, Business Studies, Computing, Design Technology, 

Drama, Food Technology, French, Geography, History, Music, 

PE and Spanish. 

A-LEVEL:  

Biology, Chemistry, Drama, Economics, English Literature, 

French, Geography, History, Maths, Further Maths, Media 

Studies, Music, Physical Education, Photography, Physics, 

Psychology, Spanish, Sociology.

What are the advantages of having 
international education owners?
We live in a global world and because we are owned by international 

educators, we are able to form partnerships with schools across the 

globe. Our aim is that our students will be offered opportunities to 

visit different countries and experience life there.

Do you have Saturday school?
No, but day students can choose to join boarders for outings.

Do you have lots of international 
students?
We welcome international boarders from across the world. Our 

aim is to have around 50 boarders from the UK and across the 

world within the next 5 years.

Students board with us on a fulltime, weekly or flexible basis. All 
boarders are part of our boarding community.

 Senior boarders assist in the running of the boarding house 

and all new boarders have a buddy to show them the ropes and 

help them settle in. Every evening, supervised Prep enables 

students to complete their homework with the support of the 

Boarding staff. On Wednesday evening, Prep is exchanged for 

activities and teamwork and fun are the key ingredients. 

 Students have had water games, quiz master challenge, team 

activities competitions and even a chocolate extravaganza.

Boarding at Stoke is like being part of a large family. Students like 

to cook light meals together and socialise in the two common 

rooms. The common room is often used for games or film nights. 
 Weekends at Stoke are generally more relaxed. They are an 

opportunity to try something new and we run range of trips 

and activities. These have included: hydrospeeding, traditional 

afternoon teas, escape rooms, paddleboarding, assault courses and 

even trips to Scaresville!

Boarding

Which year groups do most children join?
Children join Stoke in all year groups. Our main intakes are 7, 9 and 12.

What are typical class sizes?
Class sizes are usually no more than 15, and they tend to get 

smaller when students reach Year 10, often as small as four or 

five. In Sixth Form, this can be even lower.

What does your partnership with 
Barnardiston Hall Prep School mean?
We entered into a partnership with Barnardiston in June 2020. 

This means that we share facilities and join together for sports, 

music and drama activities. We are also working towards 

aligning our teaching and learning ethos.

What sports do you offer? 
We offer a range of competitive team and individual sports 

throughout the year. Typically, boys can expect to play rugby, 

football, basketball, tennis and athletics while girls can expect 

netball, hockey, cricket, tennis and athletics. As with everything 

else at Stoke, we are flexible and adaptable to ensure all students 
enjoy their sporting time with us. Within the curriculum, 

we also offer the opportunity to learn other sports such as 

badminton, table tennis and lacrosse.

Do you offer flexible boarding options?
We do! Students can stay with us on an adhoc basis or on 

regular nights throughout the week. We also offer weekly and 

full boarding.
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We believe that high quality education doesn’t need to 

cost the earth. Our ambition is to offer a forward-thinking 

approach to education that is competitively priced.

Affordability

We know that families often have to make sacrifices to afford 
school fees. We commit to offering the most competitive fees 

within a 20 mile radius.

Transparency

Planning for the future is essential for families, so there are 

no hidden charges in our fees. Additionally, our price freeze 

commitment means no inflationary increases within each 
educational stage of the school.

Loyalty

We think loyalty should be rewarded. Families will receive 

discounts the longer they are in the school.

Sibling discount

We are a true family school, taking boys and girls of all ages 

with a wide range of academic ability. Our siblings discount 

supports families.

Excellence

We offer scholarships to children who have exceptional ability 

in valued disciplines.  

For details of our fees, please see our website. BRAINTREE

We understand that going 

to a new school can be a 

worrying time for children 

whatever their age. We will 

do everything that we can to 

help your children settle in, 

make friends and discover 

that Stoke College is a home 

from home.

 We believe that a child 

who is happy and settled is 

more likely to achieve their 

potential, and so we aim to 

make them feel as secure and 

confident as soon as possible.
 The process to join Stoke 

College is straightforward and 

is outlined in the chart here.

Admissions

CAMBRIDGE

NEWMARKET

SAFFRON WALDEN

STOKE COLLEGE

BARNARDISTON
HALL PREP

Addenbrookes

Rowley Mile

Dullingham

Burrough Green
Fourwentways

Linton

Wickhambrook

Cheveley

Newmarket Homebase

HempsteadAudley End Debden

Gold Street Thaxted

Finchingfield

Great Bardfield

Great Dunmow

Great Saling

Marks Farm

Steeple

Bumpstead

Babraham Rd

Newmarket Rd

Our commitment to  
affordable education: 

Bus routes

Attach the last two copies 
of your child’s school 

reports, evidence of any 
exam qualifications 
and a copy of your 

child’s passport or birth 
certificate.

Apply via our 
online application 
form and pay the 
registration fee.

Attend a virtual 
information evening 

and/or visit the 
school in person.

If your child needs 
SENCO support, 

please provide details 
of this as part of the 

application. You may 
need to come and meet 

with our Learning 
Development Centre.

We do not have any 
formal entrance exams, 
but do sometimes ask 
students to attend an 

interview with the 
Principal.

All being well, we will 
offer your child a place.

Your child can attend 
some Taster Days 

before joining.

To accept your 
place, please return 

paperwork and  
pay deposit.

To find out more, please 
contact Charis Hunn-Smith on 

admissions@stokecollege.co.uk 

or visit the admissions section 

of our website

Enquire via our 
website or by phone – 
we accept applications 

all year round.
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