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I was delighted to join Stoke 

College in May. At my interview I 

was struck by a number of things: 

the friendliness and warmth of 

the staff, their delightful welcome, 

the openness of students and the 

ambition and drive of the new 

owners and Advisory Council. 

 Since then, COVID has 

changed all of our lives, but this 

hasn’t dampened our ambitions.  

We have great plans for the 

future, embracing technology, 

raising attainment through best 

practice, improving the facilities, 

and, of course, building upon our 

partnership with Barnardiston Hall 

Preparatory School. (You can read 

more about our partnership with 

Barnardiston later on). We want to 

see Stoke move into an era of great 

prosperity and success.

 I use the word ‘success’ 

judiciously. All too often, success 

is seen in narrow terms: top of the 

class, winner of a race, completing 

all the grades, going to a globally 

respected university, securing 

a highly paid job. All of these 

are valid; but they are not what 

ultimately defines success in the 
deepest sense.

 Stoke College nurtures a 

wonderfully comprehensive range 

of students. It helps students 

achieve superb results and access 

top universities, as our A-level 

results this summer testify. Yet 

we take pride in seeing a student 

exceed their, and sometimes 

others’, expectations. We delight 

in that light-bulb moment, when a 

child who has struggled but who 

has been given support, suddenly 

grasps a difficult concept.
 We saw this no greater than 

when we were in lockdown. 

Stoke College was one of the 

  Key Facts 

Climate change MATTERS more than anything. It is so serious, as 

we can see from the loss of rainforests, the growing list of endangered 

species and rising world temperatures. 

 The earth is getting hotter and the Arctic and Antarctic are melting 

fast, much faster than many politicians realise. 

 WE must make changes immediately. It is not fair that we are melting 

the Arctic. We are not the only ones living on the planet: there are so 

many animals, let alone humans, who live in the Arctic and I haven’t even 

talked about the people who live on low lying islands like in the Pacific. 
When people read this article please make a change for the planet: help 

the animals and the people who are most in need of help.  

 In 2020 there has been a new pollution problem as disposable masks 

are ending up in the ocean, so you can make a change by getting reusable 

masks and cutting down your plastic use. The oceans are already so full 

of plastic straws and plastic bags, that every change we make can make 

a difference and help save our amazing ocean creatures like whales, 

dolphins and turtles. 

Charlotte was new. She came from 

a big state school in Kent – 2000 

kids – she had loads of friends 

and did quite well. But this school 

felt different. She had experienced 

the nerves of a taster day, but 

lockdown hit before anything 

else could happen, and so she 

faced days, weeks and months of 

uncertainty: would her father’s job 

move actually happen now? Would 

anyone at her new school like her? 

Was this all an enormous mistake? 

 When Charlotte’s new school 

suggested an online friendship 

session, she was sceptical. 

Wouldn’t you be? The thought of 

meeting a load of new faces online, 

organized by a teacher, just felt 

weird. Little did Charlotte know 

that this Zoom call would change 

her life, definitely for the better.  
 They talked, they laughed, they 

exchanged numbers and suddenly 

fast forward to 1st September, and 

they were best friends, a group of 

four, ready to take on the world. 

On her first day of school Charlotte 

was extremely nervous. She 

had heard of ‘butterflies in your 
stomach’ before but never actually 

felt them until now. She had 

started with her younger brother 

Sammy, they went in and teachers 

came to greet them – they were 

very welcoming. She found her 

friends and met her form tutors 

and carried on with the day. By 

the next week most of the teachers 

knew her name and where she 

came from. What a change from 

other schools! They all really cared 

about the students and got to know 

every one of them as a person, it’s 

lovely. Even the lunch ladies know 

who you are!

 Charlotte is now part of a 

mixed friend group of boys and 

girls and she loves it at Stoke 

College. She had a few little doubts 

before the move, but they have 

evaporated and she would 

recommend the school to anyone 

who asked and would be able to 

give a hundred reasons why she 

loves it.  

Harvey Osborne Year 7

                             Charlotte Buchan, Year 9   

Climate Change Matters 

Creative Writing: 
First Day at a New School

Dr Gareth Lloyd

Dr Gareth Lloyd, Principal of 
Stoke College, expands on the 
school’s new plans

first schools in the UK to have 
an online school up and running. 

Feedback from parents told us that 

they were really grateful for the 

academic and emotional support 

we gave to our students. 

 I really hope you enjoy this 

publication our students have put 

together for you and if you would 

like to learn more about the school 

please do attend one of our virtual 

events or socially distanced tours. 

 

Dr Gareth Lloyd, BA (Hons), 

PGCE, MSc, FMusTCL, NPQH, 

PhD, joined Stoke College from 

Times College, Nanjing, where 

he was the founding Foreign 

Principal. Previous headships 

have included St John’s College 

Cathedral Choir School, Cardiff 

and Ratcliffe College, Leicester.
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The future is bright  
at Stoke College

Stoke College 
is the most affordable 

school within a 20 mile 
radius. Fees for our innovative, 

flexible Sixth Form range 
from £10,000 - £15,000 a year. 
We offer a great range of clubs 
and activities including cross 

country, pilates, fishing, 
gilding and upcycling.

Both 
schools offer a 

joint transportation 
network which goes 
to Saffron Walden, 

Dunmow, Cambridge 
and Newmarket.

Students at both 
schools have access 

to an astro turf, indoor 
sports hall, cricket fields, 
rugby pitches and purpose 

built performing arts 
facilities.  

Stoke College 
is in partnership 

with Barnardiston  
Hall Prep. We field joint 

sports teams in Years 7 and 
8 and have plans for joint 

productions and an 
orchestra. 

 
In 2020, 96% 

of GCSE results 
were 9-4 and 83% 

of A-Levels were A-C. 
University destinations 
included Kings College 

and Exeter.

Stoke College 
Sixth Form 
Flexible, affordable and COVID resilient
Learn more at one of our online events  www.stokecollegesixthform.co.uk



A poem by Sam Klotz, Year 9

When was there light, when was there hope,

when was their happiness inside the souls of Templars.

They longed to see their wives,

they wished to see their daughters,

they hoped to see their sons,

but all they could hope was

for this war to end.

But there was no end,

as hopeful as they could be,

They would cry at the sight of their dead comrades.

“There was no end, there is no end,” cried a Templar,

“because this war is the holy war

we fight our true enemies with courage

we fight till no man remains.

So thus, we shall see the light

at the end of the gloomy tunnel

and when this war has been fought

we shall march home

with determination in our minds.”

“And so,” the Templar continued,

“We will fight this war.

When we will fight it, I don’t know,

but our enemies are our demons

and our saviours are our angels,

so let’s fight this war as we fight our lives

because at the end of the day

it’s not who we fight,

it’s how we fight.”

Brexit is horrible!

So don’t tell me

It is a new beginning.

In my opinion

We shouldn’t have left in the first place!

Other people say

It will be an adventure.

I think

They have got the wrong idea.

Lots of people say we should stay

 

(Now read it from the bottom to the top!)

The Templar

Dr Chen loves setting  
Stoke College students 
fiendish puzzles.  
Here’s one of his  
favourites! 

Please email your answers to 

admissions@stokecollege.co.uk 

marked: I’ve solved Dr Chen’s 

Cunning Challenge!

The first correct answer drawn at 
random will win a £15 Amazon 

voucher.

Competition closes on  

9th September

Dr Chen BEng(Hons), 

MA, DPhil (Lincoln College, 

Oxford) is Stoke College’s 

Deputy Head

Stoke College and Barnardiston Hall Prep School are delighted to be 

working in a new partnership that offers pupils improved access to 

facilities, sporting and artistic opportunities and improved transport links. 

 Stoke College focusses on provision for students from 11 and up (Years 7-13) 

and Barnardiston Hall, to students for Nursery up until age 13 (Year 8). 

 Whilst the two schools retain their own identities and separate locations, 

the collaboration will create a “through school” pathway of high quality 

education from Nursery to University. The schools also share facilities, field 
combined sports teams, stage joint productions and share a more efficient 
transport network for getting pupils to and from school. The collaboration 

will be named “Cambridge’s Country Schools”. 

 It comes as many independent schools are facing challenges as a 

result of the Covid-19 pandemic, with several facing closure due to falling 

enrolments. Both Stoke College and Barnardiston Hall have weathered 

the storm by adapting successfully to online teaching and will continue to 

make use of some digital learning facilities after restrictions are fully lifted. 

 Speaking about the collaboration, Dr Lloyd and Lt Col Boulter said 

“We are delighted that our closely compatible schools are working 

together. We share a co-educational, family-centred vision as well as a 

commitment to high standards of teaching and learning; we both offer 

day and boarding places and we each serve international markets as well 

as loyal local families from the same villages and towns of North Essex, 

Suffolk and Cambridgeshire as well as further afield”.

Stoke College and 
Barnardiston Hall  
Prep School announce 
new partnership

A Poem
Naomi Harvey-Samuel,  
Form VI,  
Barnardiston Hall  
Prep School 

Sophie has four identical 

black beads and four 

identical white beads.

How many different 

bracelets can she make 

using all the beads?

The name Stoke College first 
appeared in 1415 when a scholarly 

college for priests was re-founded 

on the site. In 1534 Dr Walter 

Haddon, writing in a letter from 

Cambridge University, says of the 
College: “That place seemed in a 

manner to be made on purpose for 

scholars, both to learn themselves, 

and to teach others.” 

 The last Dean was Matthew 

Parker, Master of Corpus Christi 

College in Cambridge, who 

was Guardian to Elizabeth I, 

was appointed Archbishop of 

Canterbury on her accession and 

helped to establish the Church of 

England. The site was bought by  

Sir Gervase Elwes around 1660, 

who created the surviving main 

house and stables. 

 The Elwes Family did not 

always keep the premises in fine 
style – indeed, one member of the 

family, John (Meggott) Elwes was 

so mean that he served as Charles 

Dickens’ model for Ebenezer 

Scrooge in A Christmas Carol!

The remarkable history 
of Stoke College

Dr Rui Chen’s 

Cunning 
Challenge

An independent day and boarding school for boys and girls aged 11-18www.stokecollege.co.uk



What makes  
Stoke’s new 
affordable Sixth 
Form so unique?

Next time you choose a fancy dress outfit for Halloween, consider the 
complex history of the Gothic genre that goes way beyond our plastic 

fantastic witches, vampires and zombies. Beneath the supernatural 

horror on the surface, literary classics such as Dracula, Frankenstein and 

Wuthering Heights reveal anti-establishment sentiment, anti-Catholic 

fears and a fascination with the inner recesses of human nature. 

 It is interesting that at their heart, these texts all confront (or, sadly 

support) narrow minded stereotypes and bigotry, whether about Bronte’s 

‘gypsy brat’ Heathcliff, Shelley’s outcast Creature or Stoker’s Catholic 

Eastern-European immigrant, Count Dracula. It is perhaps a mark of 

progress that although classic Gothic fiction remains a fundamental 
element of most A Level English Literature courses, its roots are 

thankfully forgotten by most readers today. 

Sixth Form at Stoke College is 

different. Good different. With 

small class sizes, dedicated social 

and study spaces and a timetable 

model which flexes between online 
and on-campus learning, sixth 

formers here can thrive. 

 Different students learn 

differently and that’s why our 

Sixth Form students can switch 

between online and on-campus 

learning. Our students are taught 

using innovative technology that 

sees their teaching shared between 

our own on-campus teachers and 

experts from their fields including 
university professors.

 If and when a new lockdown is 

imposed, our Sixth Form learners 

will be secure in their learning 

methods and able to continue 

making the fantastic progress we 

expect of them. 

 Thanks to our excellent 

teaching and dedicated team 

of UCAS advisers, students 

secure places at their first choice 
University and employment 
destinations which this year 

include King’s College, London 

and University of Exeter. Our A 
Level results - 83% A*-B – only 

scratch the surface of what our 

students can achieve with us, 

whether it’s four A* in Maths, 

Further Maths, Physics and 

Computer Science (destination: 

King’s College London to read 

Computer Science) or three A’s in 

English Literature, History and 

Maths (destination: University of 
Exeter to read English and Modern 

Languages), we offer breadth 

and depth across a wide range of 

subjects. From September 2021, we 

intend to be the first coeducational 
school in the region to offer a 

professional catering course as a 

Sixth Form option. 

 We also know that all work 

and no play makes for a less-

rounded, more stressed and less 

Freya Donald Year 12

Gothic Roots           

Charis Hunn-Smith, Senior Deputy Head at Stoke College explains more

Image conceived by Freya

Eleanor Morris, Year 7

At the start of 2020 we thought 

we would have a normal year, with 

normal celebrations and school 

would be just the same. But no, 

instead we witnessed something 

amazing, a real moment in history, 

but equally terrifying!

 It all started from me in Year 6 

watching the news with my class, 

and something about Wuhan, China 

where there was an outbreak of a 

new undiscovered disease called 

Coronavirus. My teacher said that 

it was nothing to worry about and it 

would be over soon … but really a 

few weeks later we were about to go 

into lockdown.

 Lockdown has also changed 

life for many people, mentally 

and physically, often for the better. 

People have had time to spend 

with their families, time to spend 

outdoors, and time to spend relaxing. 

 One positive was that in the 

UK we were entering summer, 
so it wasn’t that bad, despite not 

seeing my friends and family. I am 

definitely happy to be back in school 
and hope that we manage to avoid 

another lockdown.

Lockdown Life

healthy young adults, which is 

why Wellbeing Wednesdays have 

become such a special part of our 

week. As a group, with the Head of 

Sixth Form leading from the front, 

we complete a varied programme 

of physical activity designed for 

its mental as much as its physical 

benefits. 
 From countryside walks and 

an afternoon of tennis to a more 

competitive bleep test, by taking 

time out of our busy weeks 

together we can really live our 

values and ethos of focussing on 

the happiness and wellbeing of 

every student. 

Charis Hunn-Smith BA (HONS) 

PGCE is Stoke College’s Senior 

Deputy Head.

Stoke College Sixth Form costs 

£15,000 a year for day students 

and £9,750 for online students

An independent day and boarding school for boys and girls aged 11-18www.stokecollege.co.uk

Stoke College,

Stoke by Clare, 

Sudbury,

Suffolk,
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